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Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The current title is "IMAGE 
PROCESSING APPARATUS IN WHICH PROCESS TO BE EXECUTED TO IMAGE IS 
LIMITED, IMAGE PROCESSING PROGRAM PRODUCT EXECUTED THEREBY, 
MANAGEMENT SERVER EXECUTING PRESCRIBED PROCESS TO IMAGE 
TRANSMITTED FROM THE IMAGE PAROCESSING APPARATUS, AND 
INFORMATION PROCESSING PROGRAM PRODUCT EXECUTED THEREBY" 

37 CFR 1.72. Title and abstract 

(a) The title of the invention may not exceed 500 characters in length and must be as short and 
specific as possible. Characters that cannot be captured and recorded in the Office 's automated 
information systems may not be reflected in the Office 's records in such systems or in documents 
created by the Office. Unless the title is supplied in an application data sheet ( § 1.76), the title of the 
invention should appear as a heading on the first page of the specification. 

The following title is suggested: "Image processing apparatus, program product 

and management server executing prescribed process to a transmitted image." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. As per claims 22 and 23, "An 
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image processing program product" is directed to software that is not embodied on a 
medium that meets a statutory category of invention. Applicant's spec discloses per 
[0035], "Further, the image processing program or the management program may be 
provided not through a recording medium but through network 3." Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10, 12-20, and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Rublee et al. - hereinafter Rublee (US 2003/0043416). 

As per claims 1 and 22, Rublee discloses an image processing apparatus 
capable of communicating with a management server, comprising: 
an image data input unit inputting image data; ([0012]) 
an authentication information input unit inputting authentication information 
necessary for authenticating a user; ([0016]) 
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an authentication information transmitter transmitting said input authentication 
information to said management server; ([001 6], [001 8]; Thus, according to the present 
embodiment of the present invention, soon after the network login at scanner 12, 
information derived from the network login, such as the login name, is associated, within 
a database which can be resident in scanner 12, or elsewhere, with an e-mail address 
of the identified sending person) 

a process content information receiver receiving from said management server, 
in response to the transmission of said authentication information, process content 
information for specifying a process content that is registered in association with said 
user among process contents executed by said management server; ([0018]; 
information derived from the network login, such as the login name, is associated, within 
a database which can be resident in scanner 12, or elsewhere, with an e-mail address 
of the identified sending person, interpreted as process content that is registered in 
association with said user, as a context is broadly interpreted as a location of a user, 
which is the email address) 

a specification accept unit accepting specification of said received process 
content information; and ([0020]; the e-mail address of the sender, as determined above 
by association with the network login name, is placed in the "From:" space in the e-mail 
message is interpreted as the specification of the received process content information) 

an instruction transmitter transmitting said specified process content information 
and said input image data to said management server. ([0023]; email server is 
interpreted as management server, If the error is of a type that sending any message to 
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a destination computer is impossible (e.g. the e-mail server 18 is down), the error 
message would be sent to the scanner 12; shows image is sent to email server first 
before sending to the destination computer) 

As per claim 2, Rublee discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 1 , further comprising a display unit displaying said received process content 
information. ([0023]) 

As per claim 3, Rublee discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein said display unit includes a title display unit displaying a title included in 
said process content information, ([0019], [0023]) 

and a detail information display unit displaying, in response to specification of said 
displayed title, detail information included in said process content information. ([0019], 
[0023]) 

As per claim 4, Rublee discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein said image processing apparatus is capable of communicating with a 
plurality of management servers through a network, and further comprises a 
management server selector selecting one of said plurality of management servers. 
([0015]) 
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As per claim 5, Rublee discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 4, further comprising a detector detecting each of said plurality of management 
servers. ([0026; LDAP query) 

As per claim 6, Rublee discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 5, wherein said detector includes a send unit sending a search request to said 
network for detecting said plurality of management servers, and a response receiver 
receiving a response to said search request. ([0026; LDAP query) 

As per claims 7, 16, and 19-20, Rublee discloses the image processing 
apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said process content includes at least one of: a 
transmission process for transmitting said image data to other computer; a recording 
process for recording said image data in a recording medium; and an image process. 
([0019]) 

As per claims 8 and 17, Rublee disclose the image processing apparatus 
according to claim 7, wherein said transmission process includes a transmission 
through an e-mail. ([0019]) 

As per claims 9 and 18, Rublee discloses the image processing apparatus 
according to claim 7, wherein said transmission process includes a file transfer process. 
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As per claim 10, Rublee disclsoes the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein said recording process stores said image data in a database. ([0027], 
Figure 3: item 102) 

As per claim 12, Rublee discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein said process content includes an image process to said image data, 
said image processing apparatus further comprising: a processed image data receiver 
receiving a processed image data that has been executed the image process from said 
management server; and an output unit outputting said received processed image data. 
([0027]) 

As per claim 13, Rublee discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said output unit is an image forming apparatus forming an image in a 
recording medium. ([0030; Figure 2: item 120]) 

As per claims 14 and 23, Rublee discloses a management server capable of 
communicating with an image processing apparatus, comprising: 

a process content table store unit storing a process content table associating 
identification information for identifying a user with a process content; ([0013]) 
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an authentication information receiver receiving authentication information 
necessary for authenticating the user from said image processing apparatus; an 
authentication unit determining if said received authentication information is true or not; 
([0017]) 

a process content information transmitter extracting, when said received 
authentication information is determined to be true by said authentication unit, a process 
content stored in said process content table in association with identification information 
included in said authentication information, and transmitting process content information 
for specifying said extracted process content to said image processing apparatus; and 
([0017]) 

a processing execute unit executing, when receiving image data and said 
process content information from said image processing apparatus in response to the 
transmission of said process content information, a process to said received image data 
in accordance with the process content specified by said received process content 
information^ [0018] , [0023]) 

As per claim 15, Rublee discloses the management server according to claim 14, 
wherein said management server is capable of communicating with a plurality of image 
processing apparatuses through a network, and further comprises a response 
transmitter transmitting, in response to receipt of a search request transmitted from 
each of said plurality of image processing apparatuses, a response to said search 
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request to the image processing apparatus that has transmitted said search request. 
([0013], [0026]; LDAP query) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Rublee (US 2003/0043416) in view of White et al. - hereinafter White (US 

2004/0120009). 

As per claims 11 and 21, Rublee discloses the image processing apparatus 
according to claim 7. Rublee fails to disclose wherein said image process is at least 
one process selected from: a tilt correction process; a noise elimination process; a color 
matching process; and a direction correction process in which direction of an image is 
determined and the image is rotated for correction. White discloses wherein said image 
process is at least one process selected from: a tilt correction process; a noise 
elimination process; a color matching process; and a direction correction process in 
which direction of an image is determined and the image is rotated for correction. 
([0070]) At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to disclose said image process is at least one process selected 
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from: a tilt correction process; a noise elimination process; a color matching process; 
and a direction correction process in which direction of an image is determined and the 
image is rotated for correction in the disclosure of Rublee. The motivation for doing do 
would have been to allow the user to modify the image. ([0070]) 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chirag R Patel whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7966. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30AM to 
4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia, can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pairdirect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll free). 
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